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It has been held throughout by Mr. Chamberlain and others
that Local Government, largely conceived and liberally given,
would, on the one hand, very possibly obviate all need for special
legislation, and would, on the other, to a great extent take the
sting out of such special legislation. Their great and real difficulty
has been to agree to special legislation without Local Government,
such as they conceive and desire it.
To this vastly important subject Mr. Gladstone now presumes
to draw Your Majesty's special attention ; though he feels that
the rough and rude sketch which alone he can attempt is totally
inadequate to the great and far-reaching issues involved in the
question.
Mr. Gladstone does not regard the differences of leaning in the
Cabinet in these matters either with surprise or with dismay.
Such differences are due to inherent difficulties in the matters
themselves, and are to be expected from the action of independent
and energetic minds in affairs so complex.
There are more than two forms of opinion which commend
themselves to different Ministers with regard to Local Govern-
ment for Ireland : and there are also different motives which
prompt these opinions.
Some may look to conciliating, by any honourable means, the
more moderate members of the Home Rule Party (which is
known to have the most serious internal divisions) : some to
obtaining the support of the Roman Catholic Bishops and Clergy,
so as to enlist their marked influence on the side of order and of
Union between the Countries : some, of whom Mr. Gladstone is
one, may desire a large scheme of local government on its own
merits, and apart from the influence it may have upon those
bodies, which he feels to be somewhat slipping ground of calcula-
tion.
He looks upon the centralisation of governing powers for
Ireland in what is known as " Dublin Castle " as being in itself
an enormous mischief, of which he is most anxious to get rid.
It continually maintains and presents in Ireland the idea of
Government as a thing * foreign ' and not indigenous ; and even
good laws are not likely to be loved when the administration of
them is not in native hands. It prevents the formation in Ireland
of these habits, and of that exercise in the work of public admin-
istration, which has been of such inestimable value in England